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TreePlanting

Overview

Tree planting on all ownershipsin the United Statesin
fiscal year (FY) 1998 totaled 2,624,681 acres. Thisisaminor
decrease of 11,421 acres (-0.4%) from total tree planting in last
year (FY 1997), apause in planting activity following the 10%
increase posted in 1997, as compared with 1996.

Asshown in the accompanying table (page 26), tree
planting in the United States has been on a rather steady
upward track over the long term, rising from about 140
thousand acres in 1930 to the current annual level of 2.6
million acres. Three major peak periods of tree planting
activity have occurred over the years, all of which were
associated with major Federal programs.

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) planted 2.3
million acres of public and private landsto trees from the
mid-1930's to the mid-1940's; the Soil Bank Program planted
2.2 million acres of private crop lands to trees from 1956
through 1961; and the Conservation Reserve

1998 SUMMARY
* Trees were planted on 2,624,681 acres.

* Timber stand improvement was completed on
2,398,543 acres.

* Nursery production totaled 1,642,089,000 trees.

Program (CRP) has planted trees on 2.8 million acres of highly
erodible crop lands, mostly during the late 1980's.

Actually, not one of these major programs was created to
plant trees nor to provide other natural resource benefits, per
se, but rather to address greater societal needs. The CCC was
a Great Depression program that provided employment to
thousands of unemployed young men, and both the Soil Bank
and CRP were prompted by economic crisesin agriculture
and the need to take surplus crop land out of production to
enhance farmers' incomes and to reduce Federal Government
agricultural program costs.

Currently, ever increasing concerns about global climate
change could prompt yet another major reforestation program.
Because trees and forests play avital role in regulating the
Earth's carbon cycle, Accelerated Tree Planting on
Nonindustrial Private Lands was one of the mitigation
strategies included in the President's 1993 Climate Change
Action Plan, and electric utility companies and others have
already launched significant new climate change forestry
initiatives, including domestic and overseas tree planting
projects.

Several observations can be made regarding 1998 tree
planting accomplishments:

* Thisyear's planting of over 2.6 million acresisthe
second largest acreage planted to treesin any year
since 1990.



Summary of tree planting in the United States,

19301998

Fiscal year Acres
2>-Year Interval
1930 138,970
1935 282.033
1940 519.051
1945 138,944
1950 487 507
1955 812,588
1960 2,137 460
1965 1,325,063
1970 1,599,819
1975 1,930,468
1980 2,266,956
1985 2,695,423
1-Year Interval
1986 2,753,176
1987 3,033,159
1988 3,394,478
1989 3.021,948
1920 2,862,207
19891 2,558,025
1982 2,544 862
1983 2,419,691
1954 2477473
19495 2,421,861
1996 2,406,700
1957 2,636,102
1998 2,624,681

* Private landowners did 90% of all tree planting.

* Nonindustrial private forest (NIPF) landowners
planted more acres than any other group of owners
(48% of the U.S. total) and had their best year since

1989.

* Forest industry planting declined moderately but
remained large at 42% of the U.S. total.

* Tree planting on the national forests (6% of the U.S.
total) continued its downward trend, falling to its

lowest level since 1960.

* Moretrees are planted each year on State forests
than on any other category of State and local

government lands.

* The Southern States planted the largest acreage of
trees---79% of U.S. total---of any regionin the

country.

Georgiawas, once again, the top tree planting State.

Tree Planting by Owner ship Groug

Private landowners planted 2,353,290 acres of treesin FY
1998, 90% of all tree planting in the United States for the year.
These overall figures are similar to those for last year.
However, in 1998, nonindustrial private forest land owners
increased their rate of planting, while planting declined
moderately on forest industry ownerships.

Total tree planting on public ownership was also
essentially unchanged from last year, but anotable
decrease was reported this year for planting on State and
local government ownerships.

Tree Planting in the United States by Ownership
Group (Millions of Acres)
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Nonindustrial Private Forest Landowners. Private
landowners with the exception of companiesin the forest
products industry planted 1,257,973 acres, a 14% increase
over last year. Thisisthe highest acreage planted to trees by
these owners since 1989, and represents 48% of U.S. total
planting this year, up from 42% last year.

In FY 1998, Federal cost share assistance programs of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture assisted NIPF landowners
with the planting of 168,000 acres of trees. An additional
211,000 acres were planted under the CRP and the Wetlands
Reserve Program (WRP).

The boost provided by the Reserve Programs contributed to
theincrease in planting on NIPF ownershipsthisyear. In
contrast, Federal funding for cost-share programs has declined
sharply in recent years. In the early 1990's, the Agricultural
Conservation Program (A CP) planted about 125,000 acres per
year, but this program was eliminated by the 1996 Farm Bill.
Annual




funding has been reduced by 50% for Forestry Incentives
Program (FIP), and tree planting under this program has
declined from 175,000 acres per year to the current level of
82,000 acres. Further, Congress provided no funding for the
Stewardship Incentive Program (SIP) in fiscal year 1999.

Forest Industry. Companies in the forest products industry
reported the planting of 1,095,317 acres of treesin FY 1998
(42% of the U.S. total), a decline of 93,045 acres (-8%) from
their 1997 accomplishments. This decreaseislargely
attributable to tree planting in Alabama returning to a normal
level following record accomplishmentsin that State last year,
as described in more detail in the State and Regional
Highlights of thisreport.

National Forests. Tree planting on National Forest System
(NFS) lands administered by the USDA Forest Service
totaled 146,887 acres (6% of U.S. total) in FY 1998. The
Forest Service leads all other public agenciesin annual tree
planting accomplishment. However, this year's planting
declined by 8% fromlast year, is less than one-half of
acreage planted each year in the late 1980's and early 1990's,
andisat itslowest level since 1960.

Other Public Lands. Department of the Interior agencies
reported 27,996 acres of tree plantingin FY 1998, and all
other Federal agencies (excluding Agriculture and
Interior) planted 13,686 acres.

State and local governments reported the planting of 82,822
acres of treesin fiscal year 1998 (3% of U.S. total), 19% less
than were planted in 1997. State forests led this group with
63% of all planting on State and local government lands.

USDA Program Tree Plantin§ in FY 1998

(Thousand Acres
FIP 82
SIP 70
Wildlife Habitat
Improvement
Program (WHIP) 16
Subtotal Cost-Share
Programs (168)
WRP 45
CRP 166
Subtotal Reserve
Programs’ (211)
TOTAL 379

'The Reserve Programs provide annual rental payments in addition to technical assistance
and practice cost sharing.

State and Regional Highlights

The Top States. Eleven States each planted more than
100,000 acresin FY 1998.

Collectively, these States, nine of which are in the South
and two in the Pacific Northwest, planted 2.2 million acres,
84% of the U.S. total.

Georgiaresumed itstraditional place as the leading tree
planting State, after being displaced |ast year by Alabama due
to amajor effort by forest industry in that State to replant
company lands damaged by Hurricane Opal in October 1995.
Thisyear, Alabama ranked third, and Mississippi second,;
both States planted well over 300,000 acres.

Other notable changes from last year include Texasin 5th
place--- up from 11th last year; the addition of Virginiato, and
the omission of South Carolinafrom, the Top Stateslist.

States that planted more than 100,000 acres
of trees in FY 1998

Georgia 416,000
Mississippi 371,000
Alabama 310,000
Florida 189,000
Texas 163,000
Oregon 158,000
Louisiana 156,000
Washington 130,000
Arkansas 114,000
North Carolina 106,000
Virginia 101,000

Regional Notes. The 13 States in the South (see
Definitions) planted 2,065,779 acres of treesin fiscal year
1998, 79% of the U.S. total. The West ranked next with
446,973 acres (17% of the U.S. total). And, the Statesin the
North reported the planting of 111,929 acres (4% of the U.S.
total).

Direct Seeding

The use of seedsto establish treesin the field (planting by
direct seeding) was reported on 12,369 acres.

Appendix Tables

Tree planting acreage for all States by ownership
categories are presented in appendix tables 1 through 5.
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Total planting and seeding by ownership

category in FY 1998:

Percent
of all
Acres planting
Federal Government
Mational Forests 146 887 5.6
Department of the Interior  27,9% 1.1
Other Federal Agencies 13,686 0.5
Total 188,564 Y i
State and Local Government
State Forests 51,850 2.0
Other State Lands 11,541 04
Local Government 1941 0.7
Total 52,822 3.1
Frivate
Forest Industry 1,095,317 41.7
Other Industry! (21,748) (0.8)
Nonindustrial Private 1,257 973 47.9
Total 2,353,290 89.7
Grand total 2,624,681 100.0
T0ther Industry: Industries withoot wood procvssing facilities am inclisded inentry for Non-
il usirial Private Owners
Nonindustrial pn:gs%!:; -
Other public
4%
NFS
E%

Farest industry
4
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Total planting and seeding by region in

FY 1998:
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